
 
MINUTES of MEETING of MID ARGYLL, KINTYRE AND THE ISLANDS AREA COMMUNITY 

PLANNING GROUP held by SKYPE on WEDNESDAY, 28 APRIL 2021  
 

 
Present: Ian Brodie, East Kintyre Community Council (Chair)  

Rachel Whyte, Islay Community Council  
Shona Barton, Committee Manager, A rgyll & Bute  Council  
Samantha Somers, Community Planning Officer, A rgyll & Bute  Council 
Rhona Grant, Comm unity Learning Team Leader, A rgyll & Bute  Council  
Councillor John Armour  
Councillor Anne Horn  
Councillor Donald MacMillan BEM  
Inspector Mo Boyle, Police Scotland  
Inspector Paul Collins, Police Scotland  
PC Laura Evans, Police Scotland  
James Sullivan, Scott ish Fire and Rescue Service 
Jan Haining, Department for Work and Pensions  
Neil MacFarlane, Transport Scotland  
Teresa Robertson, Fyne Homes  
Dhonna McCallum, Argyll College UHI  
Eric Spence, South Kintyre Development Trust  
Elaine Whyte, Clyde Fishermen’s Ass ociation  
Valerie Nimmo, Campbeltown Community Council  
Phil Dickinson, Craignish Community Council  
Hazel Fuller, Dunadd Community Council  
Lynda Syed, Furnace Community Council  
Sandra MacIntyre, We Are With You and Islay and Jura Living Well Co-
Ordinator  

 
 1. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES  

 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting and introductions were made. The 
Committee Manager outlined the procedure for the meeting.  
 
Apologies for absence were intimated on behalf of:  
 
Antonia Baird, Community Development Officer, Argyll and Bute Council  
Catherine Anne MacAulay, Campbeltown Community Council  
Lucy Sumsion, NFU Scotland  
Emma Clark, Argyll and the Isles Tourism Cooperative  



Group held on Wednesday, 3rd of February 2021  
  The Minute of the Mid Argyll, Kintyre and the Islands Area Community Planning 

Group meeting held on Wednesday, 3 rd of February 2021 was approved as a correct 
record.  
 

 4. PARTNERS UPDATES  
 

 (a) Police Scotland Update  
  The Group considered an update from Police Scotland, providing details of the 

appointment of Inspector Paul C ollins for the Lochgilphead and Campbeltown Police 
areas. The report also provided information in relation to the continued response to 
Covid -19; livestock attacks; future planning; fraud prevention; and frontline support 
packs.   
 
Inspector Collins introduced himself to the Group and outlined measures taken and 
preparations being made by Police Scotland for the gradual easing of lockdown 
restrictions. Discussion took place around the Dogs (Protection of Livestock) 
(Amendment) (Scotland) Bill and it was agr eed that Inspector Collins would ask that 
the issue of dog owners allowing dogs to foul in fields without picking it up was 
highlighted alongside ongoing social media campaigns.  
 
Following a query raised by Phil Dickinson around high powered motorbikes ca using 
concern in the area, it was agreed that Inspector Collins would discuss this further 
with Phil following the meeting. Neil MacFarlane advised that a noise survey was 
being planned for Cairndow and noteP()6 (c)4 (k)4 (i)60.108ay be a good point of contact for 
Insp ector Collins in relation to any issues on the A83, A82 and A85 trunk roads.  
 
Decision  
 
The Mid Argyll, Kintyre and the Islands Area Com8unity Planning Group considered 
and noteP()6 (c)e infor8ation provided.  
 
(Reference: Report by Inspector Paul Collins, P olice Scotland, submitted)  
 

 (b) Scottish Fire and Rescue Service - Mid Argyll, Kintyre and the Islands FQ4 
2020/21 Update  

  The Group considered a report highlighting the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service’s 
(SFRS) FQ4 review of local performanc e across Mid Argyll, Kintyre and the Islands 
for 2020- 21. 
 
James Sullivan confirmed that home visits to those at high risk had now 
recommenced in line with the easing of lockdown restrictions.  
 
Decision 
 
The Mid Argyll, Kintyre and the Islands Area Community Planning Group considered 







submitted)  
 

 (h) Dunadd Community Council Update  
  The Group considered an update from Dunadd Community Council detailing their 

response to the Covid-



detailing their continued response to Covid -19 and work being carried out around 
active travel.  
 
Decision  
 
The Mid A rgyll, Kintyre and the Islands Area Community Planning Group:  
 

1. considered and noted the information provided; and  
2. noted that in the absence of a representative from Tarbert and Skipness 

Community Trust the Committee Manager would take back any questions t o 
Tarbert and Skipness Community Trust and circulate any responses to the 
Group.  

 
(Reference: Report by Tarbert and Skipness Community Trust, dated 14 th April 
2021, submitted)  
 

 (k)  Opportunity for verbal updates by Community Planning Partners  
  Neil MacFarlane, Transport Scotland  

 
Neil MacFarlane provided informat4b:o re
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Following a query from Councillor Armour, Neil confirmed that plans for a puffin 
crossing at Kinloch Road, Campbeltown, were progressing to the design stage in 
2021 and it was likely that implementation would not be until at least 2022. Neil 

http://www.nhsinform.scot/covid-19-vaccine


four drop ins for locals across the island for people to meet and socialise in a safe 
and welcoming environment. Approximately 40 people hav e accessed this. The free 
tea and home baking is funded through the Covid Fund. Vaccination transport is 
being well utilised and clients are now requesting transport for their second jags 
using the Community bus and occasionally volu nteers’ cars. IRG have received 
funding through Islay Energy Trust to continue to print our popular newsletter until 
December. 
 
Mairi MacCuaig reported Islay High school pupils have returned to full time 
education on 19th April 2021 with High school pupils continuing to be offer ed Covid -
19 self -testing kits. Applications are open for September 2021 for all Colleges and 
Universities. SDS are continuing with remote support, engaging with school leavers, 



25th April. The Church of Scotland advised that all is going well at churches despite 
low numbers, although they are remaining consistent, and reduced income due to 
the lower attendance. Islay Baptist Church continues to do well during the pandemic. 
They are making the effort to keep in contact with all those connected to the church 
and to offer them support. They are looking forward to the coming reduction in 
restrictions as it means some of our midweek activiti es can restart, many of which 
provide social interaction to vulnerable members of the community. The Catholic 
and Episcopalian communities share St Columba’s. Father Tony Wood, who 
will  return on May 9th to celebrate mass.”  
 
Councillor Donald MacMillan BEM  
 
Councillor MacMillan provided an update on the work which was being carried out in 
Colchester Square and Argyll Street, Lochgilphead, noting that the work being 
carried out would make the area safer for pedestrians and drivers. Councillor 
MacMillan advis ed that 16 shops had been awarded small grants for painting the 
shop fronts. Councillor MacMillan noted that further developments would continue 
on Lochgilphead Front Green from June 2021 and encouraged anyone passing 
through Lochgilphead to take the time to look at the great work which had been 
carried out so far.  
 
Phil Dickinson, Craignish Community Council  
 
Phil Dickinson confirmed that Craignish Community Council were still managing the 
Community Recovery Fund, alongside managing the volu nteer network assisting 
vulnerable people. Phil noted that Craignish Community had recently held their 
second Zoom meeting, and advised that people were generally split between being 
feeling somewhat fearful of things opening up again or looking forward to a return to 
some sense of normality. Phil advised that he felt it was very useful to listen to other 





  The Group considered a repor t setting out the considerations of the EU Withdrawal 
Tactical Group with regard to identifying and assessing any risks relative to Argyll 
and Bute, following the UK exiting the EU and entering into a new agreement from 
1st January 2021.  
 
Decision 
 
The Mi d Argyll, Kintyre and the Islands Area Community Planning Group agreed to 
be assured that the Council and the HSCP are as well prepared as they can be with 
regards to having exited the EU and are actively engaged with partners through the 
local and national resilience frameworks.   
 
(Reference: Report by Chief Executive, Argyll and Bute Council, dated 7 th April 
2021, submitted)  
 

 (b) Clyde Fishermen's Association Update  
  The Group considered a presentation from Elaine Whyte, Clyde Fishermen’s  

Association, which provided information around Clyde Fishermen’s Association, the 



Councillor Armour suggested that it could be beneficial for the Council to encourage those 
with campervans to use recognised camp sites with facilities, as opposed to setting up 
standalone sites, for at least one night of their stay.  
 
Rachel Whyte expressed concerns around the effectiveness of the planned use of 
enforcement wardens on the islands. Councillor Horn reiterated this concern due to the 
amount of time spent travelling li kely resulting in a very limited working day on the islands 
for required enforcement. Councillor Horn also noted concerns around human waste and 
litter being left indiscriminately by some of those using motorhomes and wild camping.  
 
Hazel Fuller requested clarification as to whether campervans or motorhomes using 
passing places to park in would be in breach of the law. Discussion took place around this 
and Inspector Collins confirmed that he would believe this to be the case and that this 
could be reported to the Police 
  
It was suggested that it would be beneficial if the Council were to prepare a strategy which 
could be used as a point of reference for both the Council and other organisations.  
 
Rachel a dvised that it may be useful  



(Reference: Report by Committee Manager, Argyll and Bute Council, dated 28 th April 
2021, submitted)  
 

 10. PARTNER ATTENDANCE SURVEY RESULTS  
 

The Group considered a report which provided the results of a Partner Attendance Survey 
carried out following agreement at the February meeting of the Mid Argyll, Kintyre and the 
Islands Area Community Planning Group.  
 
Shona Barton outlined the key findings of the survey and discussion took place around the 
ways in which this inform ation could be used to maximise partner attendance. It was noted 
that attendance at this meeting of the Group had been very good, with many interesting 
reports and presentations from various partners.  
 
Further discussion took place around the benefits and disadvantages of holding meetings 
at a central location with the option of attending virtually, with it being noted that the 
majority of respondents were happy with this suggestion. It was agreed that in order  for 
the meetings to continue to move to diff erent locations across the Mid Argyll, Kintyre and 
the Islands Area when meetings were able to return to a face- to -face setting, there would 
need to be sufficient IT facilities and connectivity available at any desired location to allow 
people to join the meetings virtually.  
 
In light of feedback from partners that meetings and agendas could often be too long, it 
was agreed that cognisance of this would be taken going forward when setting out the 
agendas for meetings. Following a number of respondents indi cating that afternoons may 
be a suitable time for them to attend meetings, it was agreed that it may be beneficial to 
hold 1 meeting out of every 4 in the afternoon, with the November 2021 meeting of the 
Group to be held in the afternoon on a trial basis t o ascertain whether this could assist in 
improving the attendance of partners.   
 
Decision 
 
The Mid Argyll, Kintyre and the Islands Area Community Planning Group:  
 

1. noted the results of the survey; and 
2. considered and discussed the ways in which the results  of the survey could be 

used to best facilitate increased partner attendance at Group meetings going 
forward.  
 

(Reference: Report by Committee Manager, Argyll and Bute Council, dated 28 th April 
2021, submitted)  
 

 11. AREA COMMUNITY PLANNING ACTION PLAN UPDATE  
 

The Group considered a verbal update from Samantha Somers, Community Planning 
Officer, Argyll and Bute Council, in relation to the Area Community Planning Action Plan 
Update. 
 
Samantha advised that an updated Area Community Planning Acti on Plan had been 
delayed due to Covid- 19, however a new timescale was now in place with a view to 
having the updated Plan agreed and in place by April 2022. Samantha noted that the Plan 
would take into account the results of the Place Standard Community Engagement 
exercise; information available from the Building Back Better work stream; and information 
from planned online workshops.  Samantha confirmed that dates for online workshops 



would be available by mid- May 2021 and encouraged as many partners as pos sible to get 
invo l ved with these.  
 
Samantha highlighted that anyone requiring support from the Community Development 
team, in the absence of the local Community Development Officer, could contact them for 
assistance at communitydevelopment@argyll -bute.gov.uk .  
 
Decision 
 
The Miid Argyll, Kintyre and the Islands Area Community Planning Group considered and 
noted the information provided.  
 

 12. BASECAMP TRIAL UPDATE  
 

The Group cons idered a verbal update from Samantha Somers, Community Planning 
Officer, Argyll and Bute Council, in relation to the trial of Basecamp.  
 
Samantha advised that all partners should hopefully have received an invitation to join 
Basecamp and noted that, although there was not a large amount of discussion on the 
Basecamp site for the Mid Argyll, Kintyre and the Islands Area, the platform had been 
used by various partners to promote initiatives and events.   
 
Decision 
 
The Miid Argyll, Kintyre and the Islands Are a Community Planning Group considered and 
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